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PITTSBURG #  PA. 


A .W. Thompson 


November  4,  1924 


Pear  John: 


You  no  doubt  recall  the  conversation  which  I 


had  with  your  wife  while  we  were  at  the  Rich  Fork  Club 
early  this  year,  about  several  trips  I  had  with  her 
father  when  he  was  a  director  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio, 
and  that  on  one  of  these  trips  when  we  were  standing  on 
the  rear  platform  of  my  car  he  pointed  out  the  Ursine 
Cemetery  to  me.  He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
laurel  Creek  was  cutting  into  the  bank  along  the 
cemetery  and  that  some  of  the  graves  were  very  near  the 
edge  of  the  bank.  He  asked  if  I  would  look  after  the 
cemetery,  have  it  put  in  shape  and  a  concrete  wall  built 
along  the  stream  to  prevent  erosion,  all  of  which  I  did 
and  sent  him  the  bill. 


At  that  time  I  had  some  data  and  photographs  of 
the  cemetery  prepared  and  sent  to  him.  It  occurred  to  me 
that  possibly  Mrs.  ifemmerer  would  like  to  have  some  of 
this  data  and  copies  of  the  photographs  which  I  got  at 
that  time.  I  enclose  a  little  cover  on  this  and  would  be 
glad  if  you  would  hand  it  to  her  with  my  compliments. 


While  the  photographs  do  not  in  any  way  do 


justice  to  the  location  of  the  town  of  Ursina  ,  it  is 
near  the  confluence  of  the  Cassellman  River  and  Laurel 
Creek,  which  unite  in  the  Allegheny  Mountains  to  form  the 
Youghiogheny  River.  Luring  the  summer  months  the  entire 
country  around  Ursina  may  be  seen  from  the  observation 
platform  of  the  "Capital  Limited"  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  which  is  a  west  bound  train  leaving 
Washington  at  3:00  pm. 


With  kindest  regards,  I  am, 

Sincerely  yours, 
(Signed)  A. W. Thompson 


Mr.  John  L.Memmerer  , 

143  Liberty  Street, 
Hew  York  City 


Inclosure 
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FQR&WORD 


This  write-up  briefly  presents  the  available  history 
of  the  Ream  family  in  the  Turkey  Foot  region  of  Somerset  County, 
Penna. ,and  includes  pictures  of  the  old  burying  ground  below 
Ursina  and  several  of  the  landmarks  on  the  property  once  a 
part  of  the  Ream  Farm. 
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URSINA 


Ursina  occupies  the  site  of  the  Hearn  farm  and  was  the 
point  of  one  of  one  of  the  earliest  settlements  in  the  Turkey 
Foot  region  of  Somerset  County. 

Evidences  of  the  Indian  aborigines  are  abundant.  Arrow 
and  spear  heads  and  other  stone  implements  of  their  making  are 
frequently  found  in  the  soil  along  the  river. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  the  settlers  once  had  a  rude 
fortification  on  the  bank  of  the  stream  near  the  lower  end  of 
the  town,  close  beside  the  tree  that  bears  the  name  of  "The 
Fort  Oak”  or  "Charter  Oak".  A  part  of  the  works  are  still 
said  to  be  visible  while  some  of  the  logs  covered  by  the  water 
of  the  river  are  well  preserved.  It  is  said  that  the  old  fort- 
house  was  connected  with  the  river  by  a  covered  passage-way  so 
that  the  occupants  of  the  building  could  procure  water  without 
exposing  themselves  to  danger  from  attacking  Indians. 

Ursina  was  given  its  somewhat  fanciful  name  on  its 
being  laid  out  by  Hon.  William  J.  Baer,  a  judge  of  the  district, 
and  owner  of  the  land  on  which  the  town  was  plotted.  Ursus 
is  the  Latin  for  bear.  The  town  was  laid  out  in  1868  by  H. L. 
Baer  and  R.J.Botzer,  the  surveyors. 

The  first  house , built  1868  by  Ephraim  Kreger ,  was 
occupied  as  a  hotel  for  several  years  and  later  as  a  private 
dwelling. 

The  first  store  was  erected  in  the  same  year  by  Isaac 
A.  Jenkins,  who  in  1881,  began  the  erection  of  a  three  story 
frame  addition  51  x  60  feet  to  it. 


.  -  .  •  : 


The  first  blaoksmith-shop  was  built  by  Judge  Baer  in  1868. 

Jonn  ^nderson  was  the  first  blacksmith.  The  same  year  Judge 
Baer  erected  a  sawmill  which  was  operated  for  several  years. 

A  gristmill  was  added  in  1871. 

The  first  saddler  was  Amelius  Hoffmeier;  the  first 
shoemaker,  Norman  Lichliter. 

In  1871  a  stove  factory  was  built  and  put  in  operation 
by  Norman  Lichliter.  The  building  was  later  converted  into 
a  keg  factory  owned  by  the  Citizens  Oil  Refining  Company 
and  operated  by  Rdwara  iilcott. 

The  Ursina  Branch  Railroad,  built  1871-2  was  in 
operation  for  about  three  years  adding  to  the  industries  of 
Ursina  and  the  coal  mines  along  its  route. 

A  schoolhouse  was  erected  in  1870  at  a  cost  of  about 
thirteen  hundred  dollars.  The  first  teacher  was  John  Griffith. 
In  1872  a  two-story  brick  schoolbuilding  24  x  44  feet,  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  three  hundred  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
between  seven  and  eight  thousand  dollars. 

Ursina  was  incorporated  as  a  borough  in  1872.  In  1882 
it  had  an  estimated  population  of  six  hundred  and  contained 
seven  stores,  one  blacksmith-shop,  two  saddling  shops,  three 
hotels,  three  shoeshops,  two  millinery  shops,  one  keg 
factory,  three  churches  and  two  physicians. 
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President  Harding's  Funeral  Train  Approaching  Ursina,Pa 


Charter  or  Fort  Oak 
Ursina,  Pa. 


Looking  towards  the  Old  Burying  Ground 
below  Ursina. 


THE  REAM  EASILY 


Andrew  Ream  is  believed  to  have  come  to  the  Turkey  Foot 
region  of  Somerset  County  .Pennsylvania  in  1765.  He  was  born  in 
1737  of  German  descent  and  died  inl818.  His  farm  was  the  land 
on  which  the  town  of  Ursina  now  stands. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Grandfather  of  Andrew  Ream, 
came  to  Philadelphia  with  William  Penn  in  1663  and  built 
fourteen  houses  in  that  place. 

John  Ream, a  son  of  Andrew  Ream,  was  a  patriot  soldier 
in  the  American  Revolution.  A  history  of  Somerset  County, 
states  that  John  Ream  was  probably  born  in  Loudoun  County, 
Virginia,  about  1759.  Early  in  life  he  came  to  the  Ream  farm 
at  Ursina.  He  died  in  1839. 

John  Ream  was  married  three  times.  His  first  wife  died 
in  1792.  The  translation  of  the  German  inscription  upon  the 
stone  erected  to  her  memory  in  the  old  graveyard  below  Ursina  is; 
M  Here  lies  buried  Anna  Rosina  Ream,  wife  of  John  Ream  and 
daughter  of  Frederick  Weitzel.  in  her  married  life  of  eight 
years,  six  months  she  bore  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  She 
died  July  15,  1792.  Her  death  was  caused  by  the  bite  of  a 
snake;  in  twenty-four  hours  she  was  dead". 

Of  the  children  of  John  Rean ,  Thomas,  Samuel,  Catherine 
(Jennings]  and  Mary ( Weyant )  reached  mature  years. 

i  / 

Thomas  was  a  miller  and  ran  the  old  gristmill  at  Drake- 
town,  about  three  miles  northwest  of  Ursina.  One  stormy  night 


he  was  killed  by  a  fallihg  tree  while  returning  from  a  visit 
to  a  sick  girl.  He  married  Barbara  Haines  and  was  the  Father 
of  Jacob,  John,  Moses  t Thomas,  Christiana,  (Jennings)  and 
Mary  (Flannigan).  Thomas  made  his  home  at  Braketown  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  addition  to  milling.  He  was  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  over  twenty-years  and  was  recruiting  officer 
during  the  War  of  1812. 

Samuel  Ream,  son  of  John  Ream  married  Mary  Rheiras, 
Among  their  children  was  Levi  Ream. 

Levi  Ream  was  born  in  1816  in  Somerset  County, pa.,  and 
was  a  farmer  residing  in  that  County  until  his  death  in  July 
1902.  He  married  Hily  Ming  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rva(Pringry) 
Ming  in  Somerset  County  .  She  was  descended  from  English — 
Scotch  ancestry,  who  came  to  Hew  Jersey  in  Colonial  days  and 
was  the  Mother  of  several  children,  among  them  a  son,  Norman 


Bruce  Ream 


NORMAN  BRUCE  REAM 


Norman  Bruoe  Ream,  son  of  Levi  and  Hily  (King)  Ream, 
was  born  November  5,1844,  in  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county  until  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age  and  then  worked  on  his  father's  farm. 
Other  early  activities  were  teaching  school  one  term  of  four 
months,  and  travelling  about  the  country  making  ambrotypes 
then  a  new  improvement  in  photography,  between  terms  of  the 
Somerset  County  Normal  School  which  he  attended  about  three 
years  altogether  until  1861. 

He  enlisted  for  the  War  of  Sections,  Hovemver  12,1861, 
in  Company  H*  85th  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and  served  with  it 
through  several  campaigns  and  many  battles.  He  was  promoted 
from  sergeant  to  second  lieutenant  in  December  1862;  to  first 
lieutenant  in  May  1,1865;  was  wounded  at  Whitmarsh  Island, 

7 

Georgia,  February  22,1864,  and  agaih  at  Petersburg .Virginia , 

June  17,  1864;  was  discharged  on  account  of  wounds> August  31, 
1864. 

After  leaving  the  army  he  clerked  in  a  store  at  Harneds- 
ville,  Somerset  County,  pa.  ,in  1864  and  1865;  in  1866  he  moved 
to  Princeton,  Illinois,  where  he  conducted  a  general  mercantile 
business.  A  year  later  he  removed  to  Osceola,  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  until  1871,  and  conducted  a  general  live-stock  and 
grain  business  in  connection  with  farming.  In  18  71  he  went  to 
Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  began  trading  as  commission  merchant 
in  grain  and  live  stock  in  whioh  he  was  very  successful.  Later 
he  became  an  operator  on  the  Chicago  board  of  trade  and  there 
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laid,  the  foundation  of  his  subsequent  career. 

In  time  he  became  interested  in  real  estate  and  in  1886 
organized  a  syndicate  to  erect  a  large  office  building;  it  was 
suggested  that  the  frame  be  made  of  steel  riveted  together  to 
form  a  bridge-like  structure.  He  thus  authorized  the  construction 
of  the  first  steel  framed  building  in  Chicago  known  as  the 
Old  Kookery. 

Mr.  Beam  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  National  Biscuit 
Company,  was  interested  in  the  Corn  products  Company  of  Illinois, 
the  Pullman  palace  Car  Company,  and  in  the  United  States  Steel 
Corporation  of  which  he  was  a  member  of  its  finance  committee. 
Other  business  activities,  in  which  he  was  interested  include 
the ^reorganization  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  and  the 
Colorado  Southern  Railroad  Companies,  street  railways  in 
several  cities,  and  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chicago. 

During  the  later  years  of  Mr. Ream's  life,  he  served  on 
the  directorates  of  many  financial  and  commercial  organizations. 
He  was  vice  president  and  director  of  the  Central  Safety  Deposit 
Company  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  director  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Chicago,  director  of  the  Securities  Company  of  New 
York,  and  trustee  of  the  New  York  Trust  Company.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  the 
Chicago  and  Brie  Railroad,  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  and  Dayton 
Raitlway  Company,  the  Brie  Railroad,  the  Pere  Marquette  Railroad 
and  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railway  Company*  He  is  a  director  of 
the  United  States  Steel  Corporation,  the  Pullman  Company, the 
National  Biscuit  Company, the  Franco-American  Association, the 
Cumberland  Corpora  ti  on  ,  the  Bquitable  Life  Assurance  Society 
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of  the  United  States,  the  Fidelity -phoenix  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  New  York,  the  Sussex  Realty  Company, and  the  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery  iissocia ti on, 

Mr.  Ream  married  at  Madison,  Hew  York  on  February  19, 
1876, Carrie  Thompson ,  daughter  of  hr.  John  and  Elizabeth  Putnam. 
She  was  born  March  1,  1852  at  Madison,  Hew  York,  and  is  de¬ 
scended  from  a  well  known  old  Hew  England  family. 

Mr. and  Mrs.  Ream  had  six  children. 


Marion  £.  Ream  born  in  Chicago , Illinois , 

married  Redmond  D.  Stephens 
divorced-  married  A.  Vonsiats&y. 

Frances  M.  bom  in  Chicago  .married 

John  1.  iCemmerer 


Frances  Carolyn 
John  L.Jr. 
Mahlon  D.  2nd. 
Marion  R. 


Horman  P.  born  in  Chicago,  married 

Mary  Green 


Robert  C.  born  in  Chicago,  married 

Mabel  Wright  son 

Edward  king .married  Hellie  Speed 


Louis  Marshall .married  Mary  Louise  Weaver 

at  Thompson,  Conn. 


Caroline 

Putman 

Bruce 

Henry 

John  wrightson 

Belle 

Bethel 

Mary  Louise 
Marshall 


Mr.  Ream  was  an  independent  in  politics,  was  a  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  society  of  Hew  York,  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Arts,  and  of  the  Illinois  Commandry  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  In  Chicago  he  was  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Club , and  in 
Hew  York  of  the  Union  Club  , the  art,  the  Metropolitan,  the  Hew 
York  Yacht  and  the  South  Side  Club,  besides  a  number  of  social 


and  recreation  clubs. 


Fir.  Ream  died  on  February  9,  1915. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


Hearn  Cherry  Tree 

The  broken  off  trunk  with  a  few  leafy  branches  at 
the  top  is  a  cherry  treo  in  Ursina ,  Pa.,  said  to  have  been 
planted  by  the  Reams.  The  large  cross  section  of  the  trunk 
indicates  that  the  tree  at  its  best  must  have  been  very  tall, 
broad,  large  branched  and  a  giant  of  its  kind.  Its  large 
branches  weakened  by  decay  have  been  wrenched  loose  and 
destroyed  by  storms. 

The  old  cherry  tree  stands  on  the  river  bank  about 
two  hundred  feet  below  the  site  of  the  early  Ream  house. 

The  clump  of  trees  in  the  background  behind  the  cherry  tree 
are  on  the  site  of  the  Ream  Homestead.  Its  cellar  is  partly 
filled;  the  cellar  walls  of  stone  are  standing. 

House  on  the  Site  of  the  Ream  Cornorib. 

It  is  said  that  the  Ream  Gorncrib  was  remodeled  into 
a  dwelling  house.  The  house  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
present  house  was  built  on  the  foundation  walls  of  tne  burn¬ 
ed  house  and  is  said  to  be  architecturally  the  same  as  the 

original  house. 

The  photograph  of  the  cherry  tree  shows  the  general 
location  of  the  landmarks  on  the  old  Ream  farm;  the  cherry 
tree  on  the  foreground  diagonally  across  the  road  the  corn- 
crib  site  and  the  clump  of  trees  in  the  rear  of  the  tree, 
the  old  homestead  site. 

The  Ream  homestead  buildings,  it  is  said,  were 


destroyed  by  fire. 


jilt*  C 


House  on  the  Hite  of  the 
Old  Hearn  Corncrib. 


i'he  Long  Thick  Trunk  of  A 
Hearn  Cherry  Tree. 


WALLS  ABOUND  QRAVhYnKD 


The  photographs  on  the  following  five  pages  are  of  the 
walls  around  the  old  graveyard  below  Ursina.Pa. 

This  graveyard  is  on  the  river  bank  at  a  bend  in  the 
stream.  There  are  two  walls;  one  a  retaining  wall  to  prevent 
the  river  washing  the  bank  away,  the  other  a  rectangular 
shaped  wall  around  the  graveyard.  The  enclosure  is  entered 
through  a  wide  gateway  on  the  upstream  side  closed  by  a  pair 
of  hinged  steel  gates  locked  with  a  chain  and  padlock. 

The  concrete  walls  are  large  and  heavy,  from  seven  to 
eight  feet  high  above  the  ground  level  and  altogether  quite 
massive  in  their  construction,  iin  inspection  showed  no  wash¬ 
outs  or  places  where  the  river  is  undermining  the  walls.  No 
cracks  are  visible  in  the  masonry.  The  square  corners  on 
the  walls  coping  are  condiderably  chipped  which  is  an  un¬ 
important  detail. 

The  ground  enclosed  by  the  graveyard  walls  had  been 
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mown  and  cleared  off  several  weeks  previous  to  the  writer:' s 
visit  in  October.  There  was  a  heavy  sod  on  the  ground  and 
considerable  weed  and  brier  stubble. 
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Wall  Aroung  Burying  Ground  From  the  River 


2005199 


Entrance  to  Burying  Ground 


Walls  Along  River 
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Ream  Graves  in  R ore ground 


Ream  Graves 
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West  Wall  of  Graveyard 


Graveyard  Walls 


BEAM  GRAVES 


The  Ream  graves  in  the  ola  graveyard  below  Ursina,Pa., 
are  on  the  down  stream  river  side  of  the  enclosure.  Several 
graves  in  the  plot  have  small  marker  stones  without  an 
inscription. 

The  names  on  several  of  the  stones  over  Ream  graves  are 
nearly  obliterated  by  erosion.  The  early  markers  were  evidently 
cut  from  rock  found  in  that  vicinity  and  have  not  endured  so 
well  as  the  stones  erected  a  few  years  later. 

The  inscription  on  the  stone  erected  in  memory  of 
Andrew  Ream,  as  shown  in  the  photograph,  can  be  read  although 
somewhat  timeworn. 

The  reading  on  Suzanna  Ream's  stone  is  nearly  obliterated. 

The  smaller  stone  to  the  right  of  buzanna  Ream's  is  that  of 
John  Ream  ,1832-1834.  The  side  containing  the  inscription 
faces  opposite  to  the  other  stones  or  towards  the  back  of  the 
graveyard . 

The  stone  of  Thomas  Ream  was  cut  from  hard  rock  or 
marble  and  shows  no  trace  of  the  ravages  of  time. 

The  stone  of  Hily  Ream,  who  died  in  1864,  is  as  the 
photograph  shows,  cut  from  marble  and  well  preserved. 


'  - 
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Andrew  Beam 
1727-  1813 
( Center "Stone ) 


Suzanna  Ream 
Died  1817 

(large  Stone  in  Foreground) 


John  Ream 
1832-1834 

(  Stone  to  right  of  Suzanna  Ream's) 


Thomas  Ream 

Died  1840  Aged  53  years ♦ 


fiily  Ream 
Died  1664 

Aged  39  years ,10  months,  9days . 
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